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FOREWORD FROM
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, MALAYSIA

Wisma Putra - Malaysia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, has been the
custodlian of the country's intermational relations and foreign policies
since 51 vears ago. From positions of uncertainty and agitation o
peacetime, from the skirmishes of guerilla warfare to the good life of today
- Wisma Putra has been consistent in the discharge of its duties is interna-
thonal affairs and foreign relations.

Wisma Putra, now prominently perched on Putrajaya Hill, has truly come
of ape. Its more than hali-century existence spells both pride and
prominence in all that 1s worthy of a foreign ministry, This is so not only
in termis of world diplomacy and the intncacies of international organiza-
tiors but also in being counted as a champion of third world struggle

This is the place where policies are translated into action. In
stricdent mode as well as in the congenial gearing of diplomacy
we have achieved what needed to be achieved, Whilsi,
pdmittedhy, there s sl much o be achicved for Malaysia in the
context of international relations, the coalescing of success and failure

muisl necessanly be discerned through objective value judgment.

We al Wisma Putra may noi be building bridges or roads or faciories
hence the attributes of our physical endeavours are not readily seen, But
we bidld and indeed have budlt a soiind base and & stmactire of commend-

able service.

With due care and attention to details, we shall continue 1o enhance that
service, We shall build layer upon layer ol goodwall among nations while
displaying that rarity of willingness and courage to shoulder on with an
ever-increasing real to achieve what Malaysia has set itself 1o achicve,

This booklet 15 our way of letting others know that our mssions abroad
and our family of diplomatic officials at home here in Wisma Puira are

forever ready and willing to serve the mation better
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AT SERI UTAMA DE. RAIS YATIM
20 September 2008



MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY GENERAL,
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, MALAYSIA

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs had its beginning in the othce of Tunku Abdul Rahman
Putra after the 1955 Federal elections. [t was initially known as the Ministry of External
Affairs, Federation of Malaya. 1t became commomly known as Wisma Putra after the
Ministry occupied a new building in 1966, constructed on the site of Tunku's former
official residence when he was the Chief Minister of Malaya. We have through the years
evolved from promoting and defending the interest at the bilateral, regional anf interna-
tional levels upon the strength of approximately 1600 personnel operating from the
splendid headquarters in Putrajaya or at our 105 diplomatic missions worldwide,

In spite of and in keeping with changes arround the world, Wisma Putra’s core function
remains that of safeguarding Malaysia's interests and placing Malaysia's foreign policy to
the fore through bilateral diplomacy, open regionalism and participation in the multilat-
eral network of global diplomacy.

Officials of the Ministry have continued to maintain their fervent commitment to serve
the country by meeting the challenges ahead. Today we no longer can simply subscribe
to the old ways of writing, gathering information or outreaching to our clientele, We
have to become more technology savvy and open to learning and training, interactions
and discussions,and greater engagement with the public. We at Wisma Putra will contin-
ued to strive to build a sound and proud standing for Malaysia on the international stage
in tandem with our aspiration to be a developed country by 2020.

This booklet is our way of sharing with others our work and responsibilities, Hopetully,
it will shed light on the functions of the various departments and divisions at the Ministry
while reminding us at Wisma Putra of our strength as a team
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TAN SRl RASTAM MOHD I5A


































































































































